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We who have compiled this oook wish we could have had the experience gainedrat 
the beginning, instead at the finish . \le desire to pay tribute to lilies Victoria Munro . 
She was the gifted convenor of the Historical Research Committee , who wus at that time 
responsible for the Tweedsmuir History. 1..rs. Frank Silcox, Mrs. Roy Piper and Mrs. 
Purcell Nillson served on this co.mittee . 

The Office of Curator of Tweedsmuir Histories was set up in 1962, and this first 
Curator appointed at that time. Papers in possession of the former co 1mittee were 
turned over and all are included in this book to the best of our knowledge . We know 
many precious photographs and some articles are missing. The only explanation would see~ 
to be due to the deaths of all the Munro family, following one another in a short period 
of time . 

A relative of the youngest son's wife from Denver, Colorado, had the job of 
disposing of the I ... unro property. She would know little of the Canadian ~omen ' s Insti
tute . There is no reason to believe that she was not most conscientious, but the much 
burning of materials disposable in that way, is known. This is the only explanation we 
have. 

Those persons who read what we have compiled and/or written, will note the 
names of those who have assisted or provided materials . The former presidents of the 
Iona Women ' s Institute, Mrs. Herbert Gould and others have been most co - operative, and 
the Institute members most patient. 

It is our hope that all the early settlers and or their decendents will be re 
cognized in later recordings. Names that corue to mind a r e (halls, Robbins , 1Jorris • s . 
Mrs . Robert Jones and wrs. E. E. Thomas, daughters of the Herbert Gould ' s, could add an 
interesting page. Later residents, who are now integrated in the community , hopefully 
will assist a future Curator , that their names ~ill not be forgotten in years ahead . 



THE IO NA WOMEN ' S IN STI TUTE 

The Iona .Br anch of the Women's Institute of Ontario was organized June 
1 6, 19 09 , tw e lve years after t he Women's Institute of ontario was founded a t Stoney 
Creek; making it the s e cond oldest in West El g in District. Dr. Anna Backus, of the 
Woodstock District, came with h er coach and pair to officiate in the organization. 
She was as sisted by Mrs. E.V. Docker, then District President, and Miss Minnie Gow, 
District Secretary . 
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Twelve ladies join ed, thus becoming the Charter Members . Th e f irst 
president was Mrs. Duncan .Br own , the secretary- treasurer Miss Tena McAlpine. The 
r emaining ten me mbe rs we re as follows: Miss Flossie Campbell, Mrs. Frank Henderso n , 
Mrs . Jo h n Harris, Miss Bl anche Smith, hlrs . John Mi t chell, Miss Annie Smith, Miss Mary 
Jane Pol lard, Miss Edna Luml ey, Mrs. William Pe arce and Mrs . Joseph Ryc ro ft. Miss 
Lydia Pollard was also present, but did not join until the followin g meeting. Miss 
Lumley s aid it was because she did not have the quarter, and often te a sed her about it 
t hrough the y e ars . 

Th is meeting wa s held in the Disciple Baptist Churc h in the village of 
I ona, which was bu i lt i n 1 862 , and had the distinction of being the fi rst building of 
pu b l ic worsh ip in the i mmediate area . It was closed to se r v ices in 1908 , and in 1 91 3 
became t h e co mmunity Hal l. It stands to day a s a monument to its bu ilders Rufus and 
David Lumley. In 19 25 the Women 's Institute he l ped financially to remodel it , and by 
the forty-fifth year of the Institute, the building wa s covered with insul br ick, a 
k itchen had been added , a n d a permanent booth built on the front g rounds . This booth 
wa s removed in 1 9 67 , for want of use. 

For a number of years the I nstitute had representation on t he Hall Boar d 
of Trustees, but in 1966 the Hall's af fairs have b een managed by a committee of four 
trust ee s f r om the membersh i p . 

In 1 956 o ne hal f of the building was re ro ofed at a cost of ~200. In 1 957 
a new ceilin g f or $ 348 , and in 1 959 the complete interior was decorated by Mr. Robert 
Page a t $ 600 . During the past ten y ea rs new chairs, tables made by the men of the 
v illag e, dishe s and stainless cut l ery, t wo gas f u rnaees f or $ 90 0 a nd a circle driveway , 
have been so me o f the i mprov ements undertaken by the women of the Iona b r anch . So me 
years ago , a new h a r dwoo d fl oor had been i ns talled. 

iany and varied means we r e used to raise moneys for the abo ve expenses : 
Teas , qui lting s, concerts, card pa rties, plays, dances, garden parti e s , and more 
recently re gular card parties , turkey suppers , an d t he catering to banquets and weddings . 

In the early year s members h ip was large, for it include d the area north 
of I ona St ation to the Lake Ro ad in the so u t h , wit h an ave rag e attendance of f i f t y . 
In 1 9 28 , Io na Station org an ize d, thus l es s ening our area and membersh ip. 

The Iona :B r a nch of the Wo men 's I nstitute had the honor of ha ving Mrs . 
Luk e H. Bro wn serve as Di st ri ct President in l 9l 9 - 20.She a lso was the f i r st member to 
be presented with a Life Membership, cert ificate and p i n in 1953. Mi ss Vic to r ia Munr o, 
secret a r y -treasurer fo r seven years was made Li fe Member in 1957. 

The t went y -fifth anni ver sar y was cele brated at the home of th e first 
president , Mrs. Duncan Brown. Ninety-five members an d gu ests we r e present . The first 
secretary was a lso pr esent as well as four o t he r chart er membe rs. Mrs. E. v. Dock er, 
who as sisted at th e o r gan ization , read an article she wrote:"History of In stitutes" 
wh i ch is pre served by the District In stitute. Those present who had hel d office 
included: Mrs. Duncan Brow n, Mrs. p. Schlieuhauf, Mrs. Edwin Car swel l, Mrs. Jay Lumley, 
Mrs. Duncan Campbell, Mrs. John Carswell, Mrs. F.H. Silcox, Mr s . Ll oyd Smith and Mrs. 
H. Gould. Four of the past presidents had d e parted : Mrs . Dama Lu ml ey , Mrs. J. Mit chel l, 
Mr s. Jean Silcox, and Mr s . Da n Mc Al pine . Con g ratulations among others were received 
f ro m Mis s Powel l, of the Institute Department, Parliament Buildings, Toronto. Visitors 
who b rought greeti ngs were: Mrs. E.V.Docker, Mr s. p . ~cPher son, Mrs. o. w. Sinclair, 
Mr s. VI . Pearce, Mr s . D. Patte rson, Miss s. Stewart, Mrs. D. Carswell, Miss L· Cars well 
and Mr s. H. Best. 

The for ty-fif t h anniversary was held in June of 1 954. Mr s . F . H. Silco x 
wa s president and Mrs. J. Lumley secretary-tr ea s u r e r. Special speaker was Mrs. c.w. 
Sincl a ir, daught e r of the first president, Mrs . Du ncan Brown. 
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In 1959 t he fiftieth anniversary was observed. Docto r Monteit h o f 
Mrs. Gl en Bro wn Shedden and Mr s . c. w. Si nc lair of Ayl mer were guest speakers. 

and Mrs . J. Lumley were pr e sident and secretary res pectively. 

Past Presidents of the Io na 
Women's I nstitute c e l eb r at ing 
the 45 Anniversary , left t o 
ri ght : Mrs. G. Knight, Mr s . w. 
Pea rce, Mrs . R. Piper, Mrs. G. 
Brown, Mrs . H. Goul d, Mrs. A. 
Di ngman, Mrs . L. Smith and Mrs. 
J . Lumley . ( 19 54) 

The 50t h Ann iversary celebratio n 
with so me of the past presiden t s: 
Mrs . J, Lumley , Secre t ary Trea su r e r, 
Mrs. Tena McPherson, c harter memb er, 
Mrs . F . H. Si l cox , charter memb er, 
Mrs . Ma r y Mcintyre , c harter member, 
Mrs. Glen Br own , president. 

( 1 9 59 ) 
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During the Wor l d nars 1 and 1 1 , many contributions were made through t h e 
Red Cross Society. The Iona Branc h o f t he Women ' s Ins titu tes of Ontario earned the 
distinction of sending the l argest co ns i gn men t of home knitted so ck s to the pooli ng 
station - Hyman Hal l, in London- at one time . 

Dur ing the past few year s, donat io ns have been ma de to the Baby Clinic 
a t Shedden, the Bo bier Ho me at Dutton, the El gin Mano r near st.Thomas, the McDonald 
7 5th Annive r sary at Gue l ph, the Daffodil Society for c ancer patients , UN ESCO, CNIB, 
t h e St . Thoma s Elgin Co unty P i onee r Museum, and other needy organizations . Seve r al 
Korean Chi l dren h a ve been spon sore d over the years. 

The fo llo wi n g are those who s er ved as Pr esidents and Secretary-Tre a s
u rers du r ing the past fifty-e i ght years i n the above order: 1909, Mrs . Dunc an Br own, 
Miss Tena Mc ..t l pine ; 1 910 , Mr s . Duncan Bro wn, Miss Lydi a B. Po ll ard ; 1911, Ma-s • .Mos es 
Luml ey , Miss Lydia B. Po ll a rd; 19 1 2, oirs. Je an Si l cox , Mi ss Edn a Lu mley ; 1913, Mrs . L· 
H. Brown, Miss Vesta Lu mley; 1914, Mis s J anet Poll a rd, Mi ss Margaret Graham; 1915, Mr s . 
Jo hn Mi tchell, Mis s Mar gare t Graham; 1916, Mrs . J ohn Mi tchell, Mrs . Willi am Patterson; 
1917, Mrs. L. H. Br own, Mrs. 'lilli am Patterso n ; 19 1 8, lJr s . D. A. Mc Al pine, Mi ss Catherine 
McCallum ( 11 months) , Miss Ly di a B. Poll ard ; 19 19, Mrs. L. H. Brown, Mrs . Clara Elliott; 
1 9 20, Mrs. L. H. Bro wn, Mrs. Cla ra Elliott; 19 21, Mrs . Ed . Carswell, Mrs . Clara Elliott ; 
1 921 , Mrs. Ed . Carswell , Miss Mar g aret Brown ; 19 23 Miss Lyd i a B. Pollard, Mrs. D·A· Me 
Al p ine ; 19 24 , Miss Ly dia B. Po l lar d, Mr s . William Patterson; 1925 , Mrs. Mabel Silcox, 
Mr s. Wi lli am Patter s on; 1926 , Mrs. J ay Luml ey, Mrs. William Patterson; 1 927, Mrs . Jay 
Luml ey, Miss Fl o Asi e Campbel l; 1 9 2 8 , Mrs. El mer Warner, Mis s Fl o s s i e Campbell~ 1 929, 
Mrs . A.D. Campbell, Mi s s Kate McLaughlin; 1930 , Mrs . Herbert Goul d, Miss Kate Me 
Laughl i n; 1931, Mrs . Herbert Gould , Mi ss Vi c tor ia Munr o; 1 932, Mrs . J.A. Carswell, Miss 
Victo r ia Munro; 1 933 7 19 34, Mrs. Geo r g e Kn i ght , Miss Victoria Munro; 19 3 5, Mrs. J. D. 
Graham, Miss Victo ri a Munro; 1 9 36 ,1 937 , Mr s . Will i am R. Pol l ard, Miss Victoria Munro; 
1938, Mrs . William R. Pol lar d , Mrs . Charle s Hyde; 1 939,1940, Mrs . H. Gould , Mrs. c. Hyde; 
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,lona ~Dtstrtcf .];>eopl~ EnJOY ~ ~ 
:Garden Party .Aid Red Cross 
t" • l . . . 
~ecord ·Crowd 'Attends Successful Benefit; Clever Tale~t 
t 14;;3Entertain People ; St. Thomas Kiwanians Assist 
r IONA, Aug. 21 CStaff).-The ing for those who like to trip the 
good folk qf this old and respected light fantastic until 2.30 Saturday 
community think highly of the morning, The other entertainers 
Canadian Red Cross and the service were Mrs. Russell Kerr, who de· 
it is performing in the war. . . . lighted with two vocal numbers, 
They showed their goodwill toward with piano accompaniment by Miss, 
the Red Cross and the women and Kerr: the Patterson Sisters of Cow· 
men who work so faithfully and al, daughters of ex-Warden Clar
energetically in support of the or- ence Patterson, in colorful song 
ganization by turning out in large and dance numbers with their 
numbers for the concert and dance mother as accompanist; Mac Me· 
held at the community hall, Friday Alpine, popular singer ot Scottish 
evening. It was a grand ~uccess, songs from Glencoe, who obliged 
right until the last number was with four numbers and was accom· 
danced around three o'clock Sat· panied on the piano by h is daugh~ 
urday morning. The o'nly disap- ter, Miss Doris McAlpine; Glen 
pointment was that W. G. <Tommy) Thornicroit, piano, and Phil Me· 
Thompson, the new legislative rep- Donald, saxophone, two personable 
resentative for East Kent and West young men from Glencoe who real
Elgin,. was unable to attend and act ly can "swing it" and who remain· 
as chairman. He accepted the in- ed to add their musical notes to the 
vitation but that was before he dance band ensemble: Ald. Vine, 
knew he was going to be appointed drummer with the M:cKellar or
to Premier George Drew's cabinet chestra; Garney Graham, in tap 
as minister of lands and torests. dancing specialties: ·md a group ot 
ln the emergency. +-· B. (·Pete) boys and girls o! School Section 
Birdsall of St. Thomas was called No. 6. Dunwich <Iona Station 
upon to take over. He attended school), in smart sailors' uniform, 
with two other co-operative mem- who presented an attractive drill 
<hers ·ot the St. Thomas Kiwanis number to music. It wa~ an enjoy
Ciub-W. J. (Bill) Stewart and able program-every item. 
Henry Allen. They brought along Drawing for the orizes provided 
a Kiwanis Carnival concession and fun, especially the drawing for the 
operated on the grounds all · even- mystery prize which turned out to 
ing to help swell the proceeds for be a very small. very white and 
t he South wold Red Cross. It was very stubborn goat. with one horn I 
a neighborly act on their part. painted a bright red and the other 

The benefit was organized and a bright green. which was produced 
conducted by the ladies of the rona from a hidden corner by Garney 
Women's Jnstitute under the direc- Graham. The winner was Miss 
t ion of Mrs. Mae Lumley, pres!- Lenore McAlpine. a rather embar· 
dent. and Mrs. Carswell, the vice- rassed young lady. Incidentally. 
president. The members as a whole the little goat was named "Beans." 
r endered "v;~lued aid, and many of in tribute to Hon. W. G. Thompson 
the menfolk gave assistance in and his chief election topic. 
val"'ous ways. Drawings for the quilt and other 

The attendance was far In excess prizes was conducted by the chair· 
of the 1942 edition of the garden man with the assistance of Dr. Me· 
party and the net proceeds were Kellar. Dr. Charlie Lumley and 
corresnondlnglv Increased. Patron- John Glllies. The handsome quilt 
age ot th~ refreshment stand was was won by Mrs. L. Flashman of 
so brisk that ~he ladies sold out Talbotville. The second prize, 
virtunlly everything but a few crocheted pillow ca~e. went to Mrs. 
crumbs. Lulu Lodge; third prize. cream and 

' Many t alented entertainers of the su{!ar set. to D. E. Munro. Toronto.' 
district contributed their services to and fourth prize, f irst a id set;- to 
the long and varied program, M. Lois Clay. Sale of the ticket~ on 

tO. (Garney) Graham assis tin~t in the qtiilt and prizes realized $51.30. 
the enlistment ot toe t.alent. From The winners of the prizes for 
St. Thomas came Dr. Ell!lr McKel- lcadin.E! in ticket sale~ WE're as fol · 

•lar and h is orchestra. to enliven •lows: First, Mrs. H. Milligan : sec- ' 
.the program with sprightly music ond. Laver!le Keillor; third, Mrs. 
~to remain !or the dance,, play- Link. ~41»1 4,.J ~~t_. /' 
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1941, Mrs. Ray Lumley, Mrs. Charles Hyde; 1942 ,1943, Mrs. Ray Lumley, Mrs. Herbert 
Gould; 1944, 1945, 1 946, 1947, Mrs. Glen Brown, Mrs. Purcell Willson; 1948, Mrs. D. 
McPhail, Mrs. Purcell Wil lson; 1949, Mrs. Archie J . Dingman, Mrs. Purcell Willson; 
19 50 ,1951, Mrs. Archie J. Dingman, Mrs. Herbert Gould; 1962,1953, Mrs. Roy Piper, 
Mrs. Herbert Gould; 1954, Mrs . F.H. Silcox, Mrs. Herbert Go ul d; 195 5 , Mrs. F. H. 
Silcox, Mrs . Jay Lumley; 1 956, 1957, 1968, 1959, Mrs. Glen Brown, Mrs. Jay Lumle y ; 
1960, Mrs . Herbert Go uld, Mrs . Jay Lumley; 1961, Mrs. Purcell Willson, Mrs. Ray 
Johnson ; 1962, l~s . Jay Lumley, Mrs. Jack McAlpine; 1963, Mrs. Ray Johnson, Mrs . Jack 
McAlpine; 1964, 1965, 1966, 1967, Mrs. Elisha Lazenby, Mrs. Jack McAlpine. 

Ma ny o f the t wenty- seven presidents a n d twenty secre t a ry-treasurer s were 
overly generous with t h eir time a nd talents, as noted a bove, by t h e numb er of times 
t h e o ff ices were h eld by t h e s e wo men who s e rve d t h eir organization along with t h e 
other memb ers, who, no doub t , we re j u st a s a ctive • 

.. ~.-.. •:r.,.~. 

~f•,.f'(•JIJ;tl~'" 

" Though styles c h ang e , 
Our aim is t h e same." 

Bar bara Ry l a n d and Mr s . B. 
Will so n . Ye a r ~3 . 

A "Ju n e Tea" -
Le f t to ri ght: Mr s . R. Jo h nso n , 
Mr s . Walker, Dut to n, sig ni ng the 
reg ister; Mr s . D. Fo r sythe , Dut ton , 
Mrs. E ~ La zenby , a nd Mr s . Ne llie 
Ca r ro l a t t h e reg i s t e r. 

A 
" . 

ION , 'J an. 18 ...... The f1rst meet· .Manlon .t:Surweu, surveyor, who 
lng of the Iona W.l. tor the new :built his home at Burwell's Cor· 
year was held in the lona Com- :O.ers. Mrs. Willson read parts of 
munity Hall. Twenty-f1ve dollars JUs will. This was a remarkable ! 
a ~ar for three years w~s voted .document and one statement worth I 
for the St. Thomas Memonal Hos- comment was his explanation of 
![>ital building fund. The canv~ss :the disposition Df certain of his 
lfor funds for the Bobier Nurs.mg properties. He said he had worked 
;Home was not coll_lplcted on ac- 1 hard tor all t.bat he possessed and 
~ount of bad cond1t1on of roads m .had found t.bat men do not cherish 
r ecent rainy we.ather. . . . .that which is just given them &.'5 
1 Mrs. F. H. Silc~x, retmng q~1lt ~ey do those things which they 
eonvener, turned m $27 for qwlt· e arn by their own labors. 
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~ng s~ quilts, the most . outstm~d- Members who had brought his· 
;mg bemg a stamped applique qullt t orleal possc&ions displayed them 
d one for Mrs. Allan Kc1lh, o! St. , ~nd gave their histories. Among 
rr~omas. Mrs. R. L~ley, who ~ese were some shoes for oxen, 
!Wlll act as convener unlll the end :wooden forms for malting shoes, 
of the W.L year, reported several brass candlesticks and an unusual 
quilts ready now. The members ailver butter dish. 
quil~ed during the afternoon. 1 The February meeting will take 
; Miss V. Munro, . h1stoncal re- Ule form of a Valentine tea, with 
search convener, mtroduced the .·a home-made valentine contest. 
,guest speaker. Mrs. A. E. W1llson, · 'l'he topic will be on publicity con• 
of Iona. Mrs. W:illson, Who was ,vened by Mrs. Eva Fletcher.' 'feaj 
:formerly Miss Alice Pearce, de· was served by Mrs F H. Silcox 
lighted .her audience with incidents assi:;ted by Mrs. B. 'Ha~llton, ;Mrs:. 
ot lite 1n t.be Iona of he~ g1r!hood. , ;a. Fletcher and Mr:~. R. Lum\ey~ _• 
~t; _then ~ketc~~d t.be llfe of Col. [ -

Pas t Preside nts I ona Wo men ' s 
I nst i tut e : left to r i ght: Mr s . E · 
Lazenby, Mrs . P. J illson, ~rs . A. 
Dingman, Mrs . R . P i per, Mrs . Edna 
Campbel l , Mrs . J a y Lumley , Mr s . 1 . 
Smith , Mr s . H. Go u l d, Mr s . G. 
Kn i gh t and Ur s . R . Joh nson . 
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Painting by Putricia Ryland 

Entrance to the Southwold 
Indian Earthworks. 
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